Vision Andina/Ayni

Mirtha Carrazana: vocals & guitar (featured guest artist)

Jacco Velarde: quenas, sikus & charango 

Juan Carlos Cordero: guitar, charango, violin, tiple, cuatro
Freddy Santos: guitar, charango 

Willy Carvajal- sikus, Andean flutes & percussions

Vision Andina/Ayni transports listeners to the rugged and wild Andes Mountains of South America and brings alive its native culture and sprit through the charm and magic of the region’s ancient music. Led by Jacco Velarde, America’s foremost resident Andean music ambassador, this collective of noted traditional Latin American musicians returns to the United States in 2011 for a tour of concerts and workshops.

Velarde first brought his Andean music to the United States with his group Puma Punku in 1974 for a Latin American Festival in Dallas, Texas and national tour, both sponsored by Braniff International Airways to celebrate the inauguration of its service to South America. He was born in a Bolivian mountain village into a family of musicians and learned to craft the traditional Inca woodwind whistles and flutes from his grandfather. When he was nine years old his father moved the family to La Paz to take advantage of the capital city’s modern opportunities. The music Velarde grew up on was scorned as backwards until a movement of Boilvian cultural renaissance and liberation blossomed in the mid 1960s and freed him to perform it anywhere listeners could be found. He joined up with singer, musician, craftsman and poet Ernesto Cavour — a member of the pioneering Andean music revival group Los Jairas — to record a groundbreaking album of classical music played on traditional instruments and tour Europe and Latin America. Velarde moved to Dallas in 1979 and found Vision Andina (Andean Vision) in 1984 to help him promote Bolivian music in America through concerts, festivals, educational programs and recordings. With Vision Andina he has toured North America, Europe and Latin America and released albums in the U.S. and Bolivia, and has also performed and recorded with internationally renowned musicians like Cavour, noted Andean music innovators Rumillajta, Paraguay’s Los Paranas and many others. 

Vision Andina/Ayni takes the stage garbed in the colorful hand-woven ponchos of the Bolivian Andes to evoke the atmosphere of their native region. They play such traditional instruments as: Woodwinds crafted from bamboo and wood such as the sikus or zamponas pan pipes that range from high whistles to deep bass sounds, and queñas or queñachos flutes; Stringed instruments like the charango, a small 10-string instrument originally made from an armadillo shell, the larger 13-string charangon, and the Spanish classical guitar; and a variety of percussion instruments such as the chaj’cas (rattles made from goat hooves) and bombo (deep-toned drums with goatskin heads). Their performances illuminate the music heard by Americans in such recordings as Simon & Garfunkel’s Top 20 hit “El Condor Pasa (If I Could)” to make the Andean musical experience vivid and palpable to concertgoers. The Vision Andina/Ayni 2011 tour features the famed Bolivian singer and guitarist Mirtha Carrnanza alongside her Ayni bandmate Juan Carlos Cordero, who is also a former member of Rumillajta. Depending on scheduling, Ernesto Cavour may also join the tour for select dates.

Vision Andina also offers a variety of educational programs and workshops that range from elementary school to university level. They include concert performances with the interactive musical participation of students and classroom workshops covering the cultural and historical aspects of the music and hands-on experience with the instruments. Special residency programs feature further in-depth study of the music and its origins as well as workshops on crafting Andean flutes.

The tour allows Americans to experience and become acquainted with the ancient sounds of indigenous Western Hemisphere music and enjoy the enchantment of the natural, human and mystical elements of the Andes. “This is music of the mountains because the wind speaks of mountains, and in the Andes the whistle of the wind is a constant companion,” explains Velarde. “My music reflects my childhood in the Andes, the landscape of the condor and the puma, and the spirit of the Indians I learned to play from.”

To arrange concert bookings and educational programs and receive further information contact: Jacco Velarde at 214-213-4738/ jvelarde08@yahoo.com. 

